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protection as could be extended and the occasion required
would be regarded. My remarks were not such as suited
the pragmatical chairman. The other gentlemen exhib-
ited more sense.

Two or three days after, I had a communication from
the committee, who wanted to know if their application
in behalf of the State of Maine could be granted. Remem-
bering Governor Canby's remarks, I wrote them at some
length the views I had expressed orally at our interview.

Soft words and a superfluity of them only added fuel to
Chairman Poor's vanity, and he replied by a supercilious
and silly letter which indicated a disposition to cut a figure,
and I replied by a brief but courteous line, tersely con-
taining the same opinions I had given.

March 14, Tuesday. The President was some indisposed
and in bed, but not seriously ill. The members met in his
bedroom. Seward had a paper for excluding blockade-
runners and persons in complicity with the Rebels from
the country.

John P. Bale's appointment to Spain was brought up.
Seward tried to gloss it over. Wanted Hale to call and see
me and make friends with Fox. Hale promised he would,
and Seward thought he might get a passage out in a govern-
ment vessel.

The capture and destruction of a large amount of to^
bacco at Fredericksburg has created quite a commotion.
It was a matter in which many were implicated. Several
have called on me to get permission to pass the blockade
or have a gunboat to convoy them. One or more have
brought a qualified pass from the President. Colonel
Segar, the last of them, was very importunate. I told him,
as I have all others, that I should not yield in this matter;
that I was opposed on principle to the whole scheme of
special permits to trade and had been from the time that
Chase commenced it; that I was no believer in the policy
of trading with public enemies, carrying on war and peace
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